
 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Economic Strategy – Public Relations Services 
  Branding Servcies 
 
DATE:  March 4, 2008 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider Promotions Coordinating Committee (PCC) 

recommendations for Public Relations and Branding Services. 
 
FACTS: 1. The adopted Marketing Plan includes brand development and initiation of public 

relations effort.  
 

2. Requests for Proposal were distributed and ten responses were received.  
 

3. Interviews of the top four proposals were conducted on Wednesday, February 20, 
2008 by PCC Members Norma Moye and Pam Lyon and City Staff. 

 
4. The interview panel and PCC unanimously recommend entering into contract with 

the Wine Country Alliance to provide Public Relations Services in the amount of 
$30,000.00 for the 07/08 fiscal year and Kraftwerk Design Company to provide 
Branding Services for $40,000.00 for the 07/08 fiscal year. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: The Public Relations effort will include: 
 

• Develop Key Messages – Working with the City of Paso Robles and the PCC to 
develop four to six key messages to create the platform the public relations 
campaign. 

• Tier Media Contacts – Create a press list of key target media on a local, 
regional and national basis. 

• Develop a News Bureau – To position Paso Robles as the primary resource for 
press visiting the areas.  Crate a monthly tool to send out a to tiered media list 
talking about happenings in Paso Robles.  

• Culinary Press  Tour – (example - inviting 4 – 6 writers to Paso Robles 
featuring culinary tourism, walking tour of the downtown, highlighting 
history, Pioneer Museum lunch with local historians, spa treatments or golf, 
dinners, wine tasting and lunch in a vineyard). 

 
The Branding will include: 
 

• Create a Distinct Image for web and print application 
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POLICY 
REFERENCE: 2003 General Plan; 2006 Economic Strategy; 2007 Marketing Plan; FY 2008-11 

Budget/Financial Plan. 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: Approximately $70,000 - included in the adopted FY 08-11 Budget/Financial Plan. 
 
OPTIONS: A. City Council Authorize: 
 

• Entering into a contract with the Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance for 
Public Relations Services for the amount of $30,000  
and 

• Entering into a contract with Kraftwerks for Branding Services in the amount 
of $40,000.00. 

 
B. Amend, Modify or Reject the Option Above. 

 
 
Exhibits:   A – Marketing Plan 
 B – Wine Country Alliance RFP Response 
 C – Kraftwerk Design Company RFP Response 
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